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father went out to visit his posts, each summer, he would
take mother and the young ones with him, leaving the older
boys to tend the store in Milwaukee.

In Buck's. History of Milwaukee' is a picture of Milwau-
kee in 1795. I can vouch for its general accuracy, for the
place represented is my birth place, my father’s old trad-
ing post. The house at the top of the high bank was our
dwelling. The warehouse was southeast of this, and hid
by it. At the base of the bank was the house of a voyageur.
The long boat represented was a Mackinac beat; but it
ought to have four oars on each side, instead of two. The
Indian in the boat is intended to be Meguin (the feather),
a Pottawattomie; he was a great shot, as an archer; all the
other Indians hereabout feared him, for he could shoot
nine out of ten ducks on the wing. The buildings in the
picture were destroyed in 1836 or 1837, at the time of the
great land speculation. I have often heard my father say
that when he arrived at this place, about the third week of
August, 1795, it was in the evening. He beached his bat-
teau a little to the west of the spot where his post was
established, and had two tents put up at the foot of the
bank, one for his men, the other for the family.

The fur traders of that olden time had many curious ad-
ventures, and witnessed many singular spectacles. I think
it was in 1833 that the last Indian payment was made
in Chicago.? My father went there with a lot of goods,
and to present some claims; for the Indians nearly always
bought on credit, and were ever owing a great deal to the
traders — claims which could only be collected at the time
of the government payments, when money was plenty.

One afternoon the Indians were having a council. While
it was in progress there swaggered into father’s shanty,
Sangaunauneebee (sour water), a Pottawattomie village chief
from St. Joseph’s River. He was rightly named, for he
had a sour temper. Father had a big keg of tobacco in

1 Buck, Pioneer History of Milwaukee (1890 ed., p. 55).— Ep.
2He probably has reference to the treaty at Chicago, in September,
1833.— Ep.



